
Minutes of BASP Meeting 
Place:  Dillard High School 
Date:  March 27, 2009 
Time:  11:45AM 
 
In attendance:  Sondra Lehman, Jacqueline Bell, Meleca Brown, Marie Boursiquot, 
Melanie Levine, Caroline Hejja, Coleen Claffey, Lisa Spencer, Kurt Wasser 
 
Treasurer’s report:  There is, currently, $2,400 in the BASP treasury.  BASP stills owes 
$100 to the Special Olympics, as a donation.  We need to determine what to do with the 
remaining funds before the end of the current school year. 
 
A small group of six BASP members participated in the Special Olympics.  “Clueless on 
Las Olas” is coming up as the next BASP community service event.  There has not been 
much response shown as of this time.  It was suggested that an email be sent containing 
Lisa Spencer’s contact information, with more details as to what it is and a specific spot 
to meet.  It was suggested that we need to tell people more about the organization that it 
benefits- who they are and what they do.  Also, mentioning who else from our group has 
already committed to participating might spark interest in others. 
 
The End of the Year luncheon was discussed.  The date has been set for June 12, but we 
still do not have a location.  The Renaissance Hotel was considered, but found not to be 
feasible.  Some people on the committee suggested Bahama Breeze; however, those in 
South and South Central Areas do not care to have it there, since they frequent Bahama 
Breeze at various times throughout the year.  It was mentioned that Shooters has done a 
good job in the past, that there is plenty of room, it is upstairs with windows overlooking 
the intercoastal, and that the people there are very accommodating.  People have liked 
having it there in the past.  It was, also, suggested that BASP look into the possibility of 
having the luncheon at Dave and Busters.  Also, the idea of inquiring about a teachers’ 
discount was mentioned. 
 
The issue of the APA revision was discussed.  There is a 90 day open forum period.  It 
was mentioned that APA’s suggestion of the removal of School Psychologists without 
doctorates for private licensure, might potentially affect school certification.  Although 
APA cannot dictate to the state what to do regarding certification, they can recommend 
and they have influence.  Mark will be talking with Gene for information to use in 
formatting a District and BASP response.  We need to wait for that information.  
Meanwhile, Melanie could link the BASP website with NASP’s website, where there is a 
letter that could be typed on and sent as a general NASP response.  We could do that now 
and do our own later.  Caroline suggested that we check if it is necessary to be a member 
of NASP to use their response, and if not, to state that in the information that goes out so 
those who are not members don’t feel the need to exclude themselves from doing it on 
that account.  It was, also, mentioned that the letter could be copied, pasted in a Word 
document, and mailed if one is not able to send it through the website. 
 



The Bill in the House of Representatives, regarding the mandated 60% of budget spent in 
classroom and services within the classroom, may mean cuts of funding for services 
provided outside of the classroom.  This is in contradiction to the Department of 
Education’s mandates for more interventions and services outside of the classroom.  How 
can you provide those without the funding to do so?  Apparently, they have not been 
thinking of that, but only of secretaries, etc., not directly related to students.  This 
proposal runs contrary to what they say we need to do, for example, with RTI and the 
new EB/D rulings.  There has been talk of 60% or 65%.  Charlie Crist wants 75%.  Some 
plans include School Psychologists as direct classroom services, since we are considered 
“instructional”.  Some consider School Psychologists as being non-instructional.  There is 
a need for a clearer definition of “services within the classroom”. 
 
A reminder needs to go out regarding the call for nominations for awards.  Jackie Bell 
will lead the committee for the Jim Rockwell Award, and Barbara Prelak will head the 
committee for the Phil Seat Award.  A notice was sent out, but no nominations have been 
sent in yet.  The need to send it out two or three times was mentioned.  Coleen stated that 
the next reminder might include the suggestion that it is easier for a group to fill out the 
nomination form, than for an individual to do so. 
 
It was recommended that retirees be recognized with a plaque and speech.  There is no 
set person designated to oversee that.  People who are in Drop may not know if they are 
returning next year or not until some time in April.  BASP needs to know by May in 
order to recognize them properly.  The District might have done this in the past.  Jackie 
will contact the areas to find out who is retiring. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:25 P.M. 


